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THE SITUATION,

Afalra Around Metz—No Satlafactory Advices,
and the Exact Condition of Things Stlll In
Deubt—Bazaine Stlll Near Metz.

The despatches which] we published in our
later editions yesterday, and those which ware
received last ni ht, afford no definite and satis-
factory clue to the actual positions of the belli-
gerent armies between the Moselle and the
Meuse. It wounld still appear that Marshal
Bazaine = has succeeded im reopening his
communications - with ~ the capital, but
it would Com that he has
not eucceeded in efféctidy the withdrawal of any
conglderable portion of his army from the neigh-
vorhood of Metz. A report from Rheims, dated
as far back as Monday, states that Bazaine, with
part of his army, was retreating by way of
Vouzieres, on the Aisue, but it was thought that
this force was that portion of the main army
wnear Metz which is supposed to have escaped to
the west of Gravelolte before the road was
geized by the Prussians in the battle of the
18th. The latest reports from Paris lay no mora
etrees. upon Bazaine's alleged escape to the
northwest, but generally acknowledge that he
is still hemmed in by the Prussians at Metz,
One report even states that Metz is completely
isolated, and that the Prussians have cut off all
communications between that point and Thion-
ville and Montmedy, and then, in the face of
this acknowledgment, insiste that Bazaine aad
MacMahon are in dally communication. The
Minister of the Interior claims to have
favorable advices from the armies in the field,
which be withholds because some of the jour-
pals indiscreetly make public details which
should be kept back. If there were any truth in
this statement, Lhe ministry could easlly far-
nish the public with sueh details as wonld not
benefit the enemy, and withhold from the indis-
creet journals the rest; and if favorahle news
bad been received, they would not be slow o
adopt this course,

The despatches received this morning up to
the time at which we write state that the Parls
papers are persuading themselves that Bazaige
is realizing some deep-laid strategical plan. Ad-
vices from Montmedy, by way of which place
Bazaine was said to have eflected his escape,
dated Tuesday, the 234, mention nothing what-
ever of his alleged movements in that direction.
Aflalys Near Parls—The Prussinns Sclll Ad-

vancing.

Concerning the position and movements of
MacMabon and the Crown Prince, the reports
of last night were as uunsatisfactory as those
from the valley of the Moselle. According to
them, however, the Crown Prince would appear
to have progressed as far as Bt. Dizier, 35
miles southeagl of Chalons, and 115 miles
east-sotitheast of Paris, There were reports
that he had halted here to reinforce the Prus-
sian right and centre, under Prince Frederick
Charles and General Von Steinmetz,

The despatches which we have received this
morning, however, lead to the belief that the
Crown Prince is steadily advancing on the capi-
tal. An official despateh from Prussian sources
etates that Chalons has been evacuated by the
Prench, and that & Prussian column s west of
that point, advancing rapldly on Paris; while a
Paris despatch, dated midnighs, gives a
repart that the Prusaian advance
had reached Bezanne, o town about 30 miles 8.
W. of Chalons and but 65 miles E. B. E. from
Paris. Prussian detachments are also reperted
at Brienne, on the Aube, 40 miles B. E. of
Bezanpe, and at Chaumont, near the Marne, 50
miles further to the B. K. These reports indi-
cate that the Crown Prince’s army is advancing
on the capital by way of the Valley of the Aube,
a8 stated a day or two ago, avoiding the army
of MacMahon in the neighborbood of Chalons,

As to MacMahon, according to some of last
night's reports he waa still at Chalons, while
others insisted that the camp there had been
abapndoned, the army being posted on the plains
immediately east, with the advance as far as
Ste. Menchould, on the Alsne, twenty-five miles

= ssseghenortheast. The official Prussian report of

the evacuation of Chalomns, and the movement
of the Prussians to the west of that point, tend
to strengthen the credit of these reports.
The Naval Reconneissauce of the 17th.
The unimportant naval encounter which took
place on the 17th, and of which the details have
just been received, is of litde siguidcance. The
Bay of Ruegen, from which the German de-
spatch-boat Grille started out on its recon-
poitripg  expedition, divides the island of
4 Ruegen from the mainland, and Qe sita-
ated almoet  direetly noth of Bevlin.
09 the narrow portion of it the strong
. aea- of Btralsund is situated, at & dis-
jee of 120 miles from the Prusslan capital.
The Danish island of Moen, near which the
French squadron was encountered, is located
northwest of the Bay of Ruegen, the arm of the
Baltic which Intarposes being here about 0
miles o width. The French fleet in the Baltic
1] insctive, and manifested on this

than repel the andacity of the Prussiang.
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otcasion no disposition to do anythlug more

THE BATTLE OF WEISSENBURG.

—_— ——

A French Account eof the Engngement—The
Conflict an Unequnal Ove—Desperntion of the
Turcos—Hew the Germans Fight,

The correspondent of tha Cowrrier du Bas-
Rhin gives the following description of the bat-
tle of Welssenburg, writing from Haguenau,
under date of August 5:—

‘The rumors current yesterday (n , and
uponheul:g!whloh 1 Instantly sent oub for .
nan, were unfortunately but well founded, Let
me hasten to aay, our soldlers were overwhelmed by
pumbers; 5000or 10,000 men of Our Army for
six hours 80,000 be & 100,000
men. The 74 Bioth ta of Infantry, the
16th Regiment of Foot lemen, one t of

reos, and one ‘of mounted ?ncn-
camped )ast night in the nelghborhood of Welsson-
burg. Skirm and patrols, sent on reconnois-

thits Lot B e e

visiole, our me (1) an

[ ment imm This %swuﬁm

8 rous CcAnnonade Was

immense —artil

n‘l;ldh infan TWM ga‘

(Schwe € nam

on the 0!Mr gide of the fro

around it. The firat bombs on

and almost instant) set fire_te the barracks and

other bulld noth nt of lafantry

WaS mmnf ¢ morning soup when the balls began

to fall in the camp. eneral Douay, who Gom-

. manded the division, thereapon ordered a forward

march ; the soldiers quitted all their accontrements,

threw down their knapsacks, which they were be-
inning to0 buckie, and darted I The
nch division had only three guns, the enemy
had & formidable artlilery, which threw bomba
and shelle into our ranka. Our soldiers sheltered
themselves behind some farm-houses near Wels-
senburg, from whence they were soon dislodged by
the enemy’s cannon. They were overwhelmed by
the number of (‘\!ermn:mzl which momentarily in-
creasad. The Turcos fought llke lions ; they charged
the epemy with the bayonet, but they mere riddled
with shot. The iwo raftmontl of infantry
1k isplayed prodigies of valor; officers and
men met dillirelltng logsea, Our soldiers were soon
dstarbed by terrible intelligence—General Douay
was killed by a bomb and General de Montmarie
was wounded. The Germans continued to fire with
their numerous artillery upon our men, houses, and
farms, burning everything within their range. At
the height of the a detachment or Inmur{
came by rallway. It was ignorant of that whic

WAS taking 'phlwe,md Was on its waﬁ&o Joln its

ert, e train was stopped at Hunspach (a
station five miles from Welssenburg), our soldiers

TE

quitted the ca loaded their muskets and
lo into the fight, ‘This batile of one againat ten
lasted nntil 2 P The Fronch retreated through

the woods and the vines, pursued for the last time
by the encmy’s grapeshot.  The Turcos had
nﬂm of elght cannon, which were retaken from them
after an obstipate and mMost SADguinany gontest,
during which ‘hey had destroyed a Prussian huossar
regiment. We had no time to plek eulg our arms and
tents ; most of the wounded were left on the battle-
field. I reached Haguenan at 8§ P, M., Numerous
gh were in the 8! t8 taiking with animation of
L] ‘s events. Then came a mournfal sight,
pamely—long linea of vehicies; drawn by oxen or
horses, contalning some furniture and , and
filled with meth]'umun. and little chlld sobbing.
They were inhabitants of Reidselis, Schoen! rE, and
other neighboring vil who were fNyiog bLefore
ithe enemy, They established themiselves under the
treea In the stieets, and townspeople flocked aronnd
them. ‘They sobbed, and imagined thelr villages
B{ﬂant! by came through Welssen-
burg gate the soldlers of our regiments which had
been engaged in the morning's unequal conflict.
came worn out, exhaused, havin
for twenty-four hours, “Mpmil this one an
officer, that one a comrade.” 1 questioned forty or
ffty of them. They all Baid the strife was impos-
and declared that if they had been merely
strong they would have repelled the encmy,
their mmall columns had repeatedly held the
eneémy in ohéck., A sergeant-major of infantry nar-
rated the Incidents of the battle as I have above
given them to you. Bome wonnded soldiers came
:{;, leaning on thelr muskets. A Tarco showed us
b

=

arm traversed by a bayonet, Another Turco
rought us his captain’ssword ; the oMeer had been
killed by his side; ne kissed the weapon of his un-
happy leader. All these things were mournful, and in
the silence of the night produced an ex‘raordinary
effect, At11 P. M., two vehlcles filled with wounded
soldlers came up; they were carried to the ambo-
lances, Atl2 P, AL, I could see Sisters of Charity
running io every direction,seeking medicines,ancd ns-
sistance, and discargi thelr duties with exem-
plary zeal, At1 A. M., the drums beat in the streets
of Haguenau to bring the local firemen tngether,
They were sent down the road towards Welssen.
b to bring inthe wounded and to help bary the
dead, Another remark to the honor of our regi.
ments shonld he made, namely—they lost neither &
feg nor & oannon. I write under a vivid impression
?mdnced by the events told by me and by the scenes
witness,

THE BATTLE OF FORBACH.

L ———

Another American Account—Terrible Necenes
of Mpssnore—The Cemplete Rout eof the
French,

The correspondent of the New York Times,
writing from Metz under date of August 7, gives
the following description of the battle of For-
bach:—

The following 18 an account of the bautle at For-
bach,which 1 heard from the ofMcer who broaght the
news to the Emperor and his staff, and who reached
Metz ina rallway tender after General Frossard's
fight from the sceneof action. To those of my
readers who remember what took place ag Saarbriuck,
it will be easy to form an idea of the position held by
the French troops after the advance of the 2d Au-
ﬁ:m. On Friday eveaing & report was spread in
the French camp to the effect that the Prussians
were advancing upon emines, a French
froptier town of nearly seven .thousand [nhabi-
tants, situated at a distance of about ten miles,
as the crow Niea, south of Saarbruck, and at the
saimne distance southeast of Forbach, General Fros-
sard, on learning this, abandoned his position on the
hill which masks the town of Baarbruck, as well as
that which he beld upon the hill of Arneval, and
withdrew the whole of his forces to the helghts of
Spikeren and to the Auberge de la Breme 4'0Or,
which I8 & roadside inn, standing o the valley Lo the
west of Spikeren, and bullt half on French and hall
on Prusélan soll. I believe that T have mentioned
in & previous letter that Saarbruck 18 protecred
onthe way by a range of hills, and in order to
understand thoroughly the Prussian adavance,
it will be necessary to state that these
hills had never been recopmoitred by the French
army. They extend from Saarbrack as far as Merlo-
bash, which 18 & small village about two miles from
Fo'bach, on the road to Mets, and are coverad as
far as Stiripg Wendel, a large tron foundry, less
than & mile across the frontier, by immense woods
into which the French have never penetrated. This
|t is very lmportant, s in the opinion of French
military men it 18 almogt solely on account of the
Woods not having been properly recoanoitred that
the troops nnder General Froasard's command ex-
perienced such a disastrous defeat on the éth of
Auvgust.

OFPENING OF THE ENGAGEMENT,

Farly on Baturday mornmil.n ramum:ltrlnil part
Was m:m} B?a‘i:bb’ Ganelin.l ‘mum d enh the di-
rection o t 1 am told by the person
from whom I got gm.armauon that pot a single
to the French camp. At 11
Prusalans, leaving thelr position on the
heights behipd Saartruck, quietly ook possession
of the hill of Arneval, snd of that which masks the
Lown of Saarbrook. Al-rﬂ: body of Prusalan artil-
lery theu descended into & taﬂnr and commenced
shelling the French tion on the
from which the French

after & brililant resist-
ance, in  the afternoon. The
French artillery retreated behind the hill, leaving a
nomber of among which were several mitrall-
lenses, | ; but on joluing the troops sta-
tioned al the Auberge de la Breme d'Or, commenced
an orderly retreat along the high road {n the direc-
orbach. They had, however, only
reached the road which lies i the valley at the foot
of Spikeren, when a large number of Prosstans sud-
W‘ ont of the woods on the hill to the weat,
und brioging their m €uses Lo bear upon the re-
treating regiments, Kept up a marderous fire upos
thewn a8 they advanced along the high road. At a
short distsnce pest Stiring Wendel, the point
Um huu woods ln the French  ‘were
g:i: and 4 v'clock. In the meanwhile a large body of
Frossians had descended to the road from the hills
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Frenoh wers d Tetreat, which
however,  and
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but ery lach
of re Was no
surely,
At the extrema that is to at
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thelr
canse of their d eat, AL first J&?
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siana in fron them, large portion of the
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18 beyond . An attempt was made to

apswer the fire from the o te@ hill, but it was

found that mem 8 7
whatever on the 8, who stood gheltersa by
the wood, It was now Jnt %‘o'olout. and as night
set In the the 21 Corpsof the Arm

of the Rhine were abje to escape as.088 the hill ans
reach Pattelange. .
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THE BATTLE OF WOERTH.

Further Particalars by Mall of MaoMahon's
Grent Defeat—The Forees Unequnl, eof
Conrse,

The following is from a French aceount of the
battle of Woerth by an eye-witness: — .

(General Douay's division of the st Corps had been
gur and decimated by the Prussian army ander
the Crown Prince, and effected Its retreat upon
Biteche by the Col dn Plgeonnter. Marshal Mac-
Mahon, learning what had occurred, pushed forward
rapidly to a between the Vosges and Hagaenan
with three divislons of infantry and two brigades of
CAVAlry. the interval the Crown x’gnca had
descended the Valley of the Rhine (n order to in-
vade onr te on that side. Between the foot
of the V onntaing and the course of the
Rhine, the valley 18 broken and hilly. MacMahon,
pot being able to r‘even: the enemy entering
the mm’. to rally and collect his
20 Div and st the same time to
cover the Vosges and Saverne. He advancei,
Delleving that he i mpumww"
belleving t was In a ' ‘Where
could be supported the corps of %ehmy and
L'Admiranit. He sb enl'{zound Dimselr
with the® entire forces of Crown ‘Princé on the
road from Bitche to Haguensn,* The fleld of bat-
tle was inclosed on the east | | ihe forest, and on the
west by the lower spur of mc\"oﬂ:h Mountains.
The country near the mountains broken and

H&lﬁp‘n con:aeuo&d the action with

cavalry, attemp to turn the left
fank of the Prussians, ldunud% far ag he
willer. But his forve no:wmmndm? de-
votion and prodigies of valor, could only inflct on!
the enemya lo8a than itselr ed, It
was at last compelled to give way before an over-

whelming su Pr:i&nox{ ¢ re we had a

battalion, the 8 Be ten; wa had

sixteen squadrons of cavalry, the Prussians brought
glxty into line; and their artillery bore the same
preportion to ours. The of our pleces
were dismountéd by the fire of the
enemy's batteries: it became inevitable that a retreat
ghould be effected;: and we fell back, leaving the
field covered with the slain. The enemy was too’
much exhausted by the e to pursne; and

MacMahon, with the remains of his corps, fell back

upon Saverne,

%(I)mhal MacMahon had not more than 40,000 men
to resist tctm}en 1011‘11' mllma that number and con-
tinually reinforoed went midday.
The Prussians were losing WMGI:WIL
had beem retaken; the ro0s charged with the
bayonet and carried all before them. But fresh
masses of the enemy now debouched upon us in
compact grder from the woods; the Prossian artil-
:--r! mwlmlum' on the edge of fhe woods,
and poured thelr fire tapon us without intermission,
and theirashells set fire to the village, About ¢
o'clock someTegiments began to waver: our losses
became very heavy; and aramor spread about thas
our artillery was short f ammunition, and that our
soldiers had exhansted their c&rtndﬁas. The cav-
alry made a last effort, but were repulsed, and then
began the rout. Night began Lo fall as the retreat
commenced, adding darkness to the other eauses
of the :llsord’ar. and the Haguenau road was coverad
with fagitives,

An American Account—The Ferocity of the
Prusslan Ossct—Tribulailons mod Terror of
a New York Correspendent.

From the account offthe battle of Woerth by
the New York Herald's correspondent we take
the following vivid extracts. He writes from
Woerth under date of August 6:—

1 am far from being & rich man, nor am 1 a person
of very sensitive feelings, amd I belleve, withount
boasting, that withogt being a hero I have a falr
amount of animal courage. But I would not go
through again what I have since 1 wrote the fore-
going paregraph—I would not have my very soul
disgusted with the sight (and the deadly sickening
smell) of human carn and butchery which I have
witnessed since 1 put down my pen last, not to be
made the wealthlest man in New York,

How to relate what 1 have seen—how to depict in
language which shall bring facts home to your read-
ers, as If lhg themselves saw what 1 have seen—is
my great diMicuity. About eleven A. M. yesterday
the whole nature of the battle seemed to change.
The Prussians became the attacking party, and,
much to the surprise of every ome, the French gave
way and retired 1o the rising ground behind Woerth.
For three lopg hours the village was the scene of the
hardest struggle of the day. A Prossian division
oceupied it and the French gried hard to dislodge
them, but without effect, by firlng from above with
shells, and by repeated advances of the French out-
pusté, The house 1u which | was, the hotel of the
Cheval Blane, was in the very centre of the town,
and, of course, was very soon riddled with balls, At
fist Lhe host and his family tried 1o Keep out the
unwelvome misgiles by shutting all the doors and
wibdows, but the Prussian light infantry with the
ends of thelr muskets smashed all the Venetians and
glass B0 A% to prevent any one fiving at them from
the inside of the houses,

A party of about twenty, drunk with excitement
of the Dght, rushed at the house, broke open the
door, and prepared to fire & voliey into the roo 1
am pot ashamed to say that with the family of my
bost—the latter being intinitely more, afrald than
¢ither his wife or sister, mother or daughter--I fled
to an inner room, & kind of cellar, & little below the

und foor, where we all remained for about two
ours until the worst of the was past.  Dar-
ing that ime it seemed @8 I hell had been let 1708¢
smopg us.  Right and left, front and rear, the streot
fripg of Infantry and the mitrallleuses of the Frenoh
artillery continued to vomis forth destruction and
death. The cries of. the wonnded were fearful, but
no ene dared go to help them, for even Lo show your
face at the window was W receive a well-aimed bule
let from a needie-gun,

The Prussians had got into thelr heads that some
one had fred at them from the houses of Woerth, an
idea which was without any foundatlon whatever,
But the balls from the Frepch C pots on the
rising mund carried so far th Sninns i-
nvely levea they had been fred at from the
town, and were furious in con ence. The mis-
take was one which cost several lunocent persons,
gentlemen who had gone to the top of the tower of
the hospital, in order to sée the battle hetter than
from where we were, Fortunately for 1 did
Dot sccompuny them, alt b much 0 do
#0. 1 am quite cerialn that had no arms with
them. Osne of them had & revolver, bat he left it at
the hotel ; the oLher had no arms """'J.’" Morsover
they were both far too pradent and judicious ever to
commit 80 wicked u folly us :irinmpou e
vanciog into & town. Bul the sslan soldiers —

from

and rush 10 the Lower l.an

r‘nu’mhﬂl :inmoﬂl. At least

hours spent in inquiries that & all 1 csp learn of

thewn. The Prossian oMeers—like all ofMoers lo the
lasts—are

workl 50 Jopg a8 the heat of Latte we

he

coolly. Opetall infantry man smoking & tte

smiled u;dlho:e:i.u:mll a" powerfal, ve-looking
"Parce calmly bu nically appropr some of

the cheers, and lfted his cup to the crowd,

“The majority of the prisoners . eheariq!

enough, bat there were some bandaged.

Brms lmtmg(::htm, and some sad facem * or

were mere but they all looked as would

1o balieve what thei
maoerulled t0 the oonchdcl' ~y
peopile of

them, and at
£, s

never sAw finer, stouter, better dressed or botter
But what astonished me was thelr

must have taken =¢ lgl‘tuhonr
pzl.. . mmer of

‘h position on
nd, the sound of cannon waxed falnter and
r off,
Presently it conld hardly be heard at all, and

then
as 1 saw thePrussian cavalry and t nrthhr; h
through the town and make for e on
T instinctively felt that MacMahon I Daagk
and the star for

of France was of the the
present st least,

_And 1 waaright. The commenged Lo
enter the town, not to pass ugh mﬂl o re.
mein and establish their h hotal In
which 1 jodged was qul filled with the
woanded, the dead, and the 4 l‘n& It been m.
lot to Bee not & little service 1 bat suc
#een this

fearfally ghastly wounds as

day it never entered Into the mind of
Men seemed literal be

bloody, shapeless masses of k

Siled, all . their . Tostores g
their ures b
8 ed, In others, after cutting off./
clothes the most awful tearings. aw:
bare bones of flesh and muscie wé
Dozens were brought in but to die,

the French wounded [ could not s

O A coumeiing '

, and co

mixed op with about eighty ¢
confirmed what 1 heard from a

ied, that pearly the whoie of &
smslun coneisting of the 15th
45th, 9oth of the line, and his
surrounded and captured by the

THE FRENCH AT B

rriv fore the 15th
ne,n:l. as t’ol?quorm —l”bolr

A correspondent writing from.&

8, eays:— -

“They have come, anid snch a stene of excitement.
has never been witnessed in Berlin.  From an early
hour this morning people have beén walting as the
Anhalt station to see them arrive.  All through the
day fresh people moved in the sama. .

divection,
at 6 o'clock the Ascan Platz, at of the
Anhalt and Kepiggratzen § a8 blocked
with human belogs and vehicles desarip-

tion. The quiet liners were

l:.' but
lin, August

BECOND EDITION
CABLE WAR NEWS,

Bazaine's Escape a Canard.
The Siege of Motz

The French Evacuate Chalons,

The Advance on Paris.
The Bombardment of Strashurg.

Movements of MacMahon.

Belgium's  Violated Neutrality.

France and Belgtum.

Pamas, Ang. 26.~The journals of last night
demand to know what action will be taken
by the French Government, now that Bel-
gium has permitted a violation of her neu-
trality by the Prussians,

The Slege of Metz,

LoxpoN, Aug. 25.—Preparxations for the
siego of Metz seem formidable, and the en.
trenchments proceed with great activity.

HBazalne’s Strategy.

The Paris papers are persuading them-
selved that Bazaine is realizing some deep-
laid strategy.

The Parla Counell.

Panis, Aug. 25,—~At the council of minis.
ters held yesterday, General Wimpfen, who
has recently been operating against the
rebels in Algeria, was appointed to the com-
madd of the corps formerly eommanded by
General Failly, The oouncil is now composed

;rhith s uu*}:ntﬁ'as’";\‘:' !elmtl beside me, meq of . the ministers and Rouher, Schneider,
m§§' waald be here on the 15th, and they m!he;“:};x Persigny; Baroche, and Trochu.
time.’ At ¢ o'clock the train | out of the |+ The Prasians between Chalons nnd Perie.
nhalt su:(l)o#r :gk?ggntm to tel:n né Lo take thel r-;a;bomn, Aug. 25.—The following oficial
Eg‘"‘&"x"ﬂ'«m here. In Berlin the j .| despateh from Berlin has just been received.
the different rallwajys are in the open streets

of being outslde the town, The train containing the:
Frenchmen therefore moved ulo':.ly out the sta-,
tion into the Koen tzén Pla & Ascan
Plats, and thmEh e dense crowd. then
met by the Frankfort engine, and taken

miles and ahalfl to the Frankfort s J

was indescribable. There were nEy-two ear-
riages Olled with Frenchimen, each carriage lea
by Prussian soldiers with fAxed b ts. The

¥ \

risoners seemed all to beiong o the 504
gx the line, mixed with Tarcos, The p
the Prussian soldiers vociferously

bat ther.
no insuits to the Frenchmen, who took miatters very

have liked to have another try for sa : but
being beaten and captured there was anend of it,
and they had' to put the best face on the matter,

The train passed very orewded
streets, with the olmmu%& the engine warning
the foot ngers out of the way; and so the st

invasion of Berlin by the 1870 Army of the Rhine
passed off. The crowi salowly separated, but the
peenmulation was 50 great That twenty mounted
police could not, for a quarter of an hoor, clear the
way for the post office van, which became blocked
up in the Platz,”

NOTES OF THE WAR.

The Disndvantages of Prussin on the Ocean.

A correspondent of the New York Trilung
in describing the navy of Prussia, says: —

To sum up the whole Prussian strength in a brief

ph, we lind :(—First, That her gunboats are
80 slow as to be practically useless except for pollce
daty. Second. her salling-sloops and frigates
are worthless as a means of offense or defense
Third. That her iron-clads are too lightly armored
and armed to enable her to measure strength with
France, Fourth. That her malled champion ship
she King Will would be pretty sure to be rammed
and captured with a half hoar in a general engage-
ment; that she is s0 long &8 10 be unhandy; has
but one screw, and hence cannot be easly turned
and manceuvred, and mounts too many gans of Loo
small & callbre, too high above the water-line, Ina
fight between this ship and the Rocham™»esu (Dan-
derberg) there weuld be advantages on both sides.
The French ship has one gun—the 15-inch—that if
pro &rl{ bandled ought to crush the other's plating ;
shipsare at the gréat disadvantage of having

but one sorew ; the plating on the Frenchman beln

only about five inches (on the aogie), as compare
with the FPrussian's elght Inches, the latter would
bave & decided advantage in this respect. The bat
tle would be a tolerably even one between them,
rovided that both are equally well manmuvred;
ut, arter all, there 8 this important ltem te be
taken into the calcuiation of chances, vig, :—That,
whereas the French ahip has but one gun that wiil,
1n all probability, be able to penetrate her antago-
nist's shieid, the Prussiag can count on every gnn
in her battery pleércing the fve-inch skin that {8 the
#pole protection of the men and guns of the mach-

vauuted Rochambean.

And yet, the King Willlam must afterall be connted
rather a8 a great bugbear than as the impreguable
foating castle that the governments of our timoes
have & right to demand from their naval aren!-
tects, Her heaviest gunis a Krupp 10-ingh, the ball
of which welghs something like 300 ponnds—not
enough to penetrate a 10-inch culrass; and it Is e/sen
dounbtiul if In A& heavy ssaway she could open her

ris to fire them at all, although she 18 bullt 6) feet

beam 1o give her the requisite steadiness, Her
casemate, bulkheads, apd battery are so far above
the centre of ogclliation thet the natural roll of the

ip, which cught not to be more than 14 degrees, (s

creased to something ke %2 or 24 degrees, and |
for one would pot like to be around when a broad-
gide of 10-tnch Krupp guns was cast loose for action,
with such & roll as that in the ship,

An Oflicial Prayer for Peace.

The Bllhog of London, as provioglal dean of
Canterbury, has forwarded (o the bishops of the

rovince of Canterbury a form of prayer which

e apd the Archbishop of Canterbury have

to recommend as a help to private devo-
tion during the continuance of the present war.
The Arch a letier to the Blshop of
London, stales be found that precedents
were against the lssulog of a public form of
prayer while his ewnp country is not engaged (o
ibe war. The form recommended is as follows: —

“O Almighty God, Kiog of all kings, whose power
no creature 18 able 1w resist, to whowm i1t belongeth
Jmstly to punish sinners, and (o be mercifal to theém

‘| 'The Government has received a despatch

‘dated Bar-le-Duc, lest evening, to the effect
that €halons has been evactuated by the
French, and that s Prussian column is west
of Chalons, advancing rapidly, - )

Panis, Aug. 24—Midnight.—It is reported
that the Prussians are at Sezanne to-day.

" (Nore—Sezanne is a town of . 5000 people,
25 miles southwest of Epernay, and about G5
miles epst from Paris. )

The Prince Royal
of Prussia is reported at Nancy. Nothing
has been received from Metz or from the
“armies of MacMahon and Bazaine to-day.
MacYiahon's Movementa,

LoxpoN, Aug. 26—Noon,—The entire com-
mand of Marshal MacMahon left Rheims on
Monday, hoping to protect Parls.

Prussian scouting parriea are near Chalong
and Troyes,

Montmedy Advicen
to August 23, Tuesday, mention nothing
whatever of Bazaine's junction with Mac.
Maghon.

Bazaine's xeports find no oredit,

Prussian detachments are reported at Chan-
mont and Brienne.

Laying Waate the Country Around Parls.

The Paris Committee of Defense has given

an order for the destruction of the crops and
food in the Departments of Marne and Seine

as the Prussians approach,
[The above Frobahly is intended for the De-
artments of Marne and t-Marne. The

ormer is the one in which Chalons is siyuated,

and extends east to Ste. Menehould, north to
Rbeims and south to St. Dizler; the latter is
situnted immediately west, between the SBeine
and the Marpe,—Ep, Eve. TeL. |

The Empreas Hepeless.
The Empress is still at the Taileries, hope-
less and dejected. It is said she has bscome

very unpopular on account of her bigotry,
Change In the Milltury Sltuntien.
Spectal to the Courrier des Etats-Unis,

Pams, Aug. 24.—A decided chauge is ap-
parent in our military situation within the
last forty-eight hours, We look back upon
ourselves after three months of disappoint
went and defeat, and to-morrow perhaps we
shall take the offensive. Buch at least is the
opinion which prevails at the War Depart-

ment and throughout official circles,
The Hetrent on Chalons,

tained after the defeat of Froschweiler: —The

debris of the corps engaged retreated in

pretty good order upon Saverne and Nanoy,

whence they were transported to Chalons by

the Strasburg Railway as rapidly as the dis-

organized service of that line would permit.
Other Concentrotions nt Chaloas.

On the other hand, part of the troops en-
camped in Centerbad, south of Alsace, as
well as the large garrison of Belfort, were
gent forward to Chalons by the Paris and
Muhlbhouse Railway. At the same time an ex-
peditionsry force concentrated at Cherbourg,
in order to operate on the shores of the Bal.
tic, and nearly forty thousand troops of the
line were also despatched to Chalons, where

they arrived in five days.
The Totnl Forces,

These forces, added to fifteen thousand
regulars from Paris and the froutier towns
near Belginm, made up an effactive army of
one bundred thousand men., Thirty-five
thousand of the Garde Mobile were also

that repant ; asso we besvech Thee, the
horrors o’ war, whi nast permitted to
break forth i Europe ; restrain the of Lhe
combatants: Inspiré the copquerers with mercy,
sud the v ed with su w Toy
will; glve.“:ma 0 al who suffer;

for sBummons thosé¢ who are

lt. 1] le:uﬂq&:mr:men a{)a goclftli wh; ’n
e y e, (1 eedllly

nwmho lons, and so overrulef‘l'n Thy

good proyidence, the course of all even

present ﬂ::ﬂﬁﬂ.:l!&l:’d mmmuﬂﬁd Rogat

enlightenm

r‘wwum%u 3&“&:‘,.“ An.

ay throngh the merita and mediation of

Jesus Chriat, our Lord and Saviour, Privce of

sdded to them, and under the able direction
of General Trochu these forces, lately en-
tirely distinet, have not been slow to con-
solidate into an army bomogeneous and inured
to war, and provided with all necessary mate-
rinl fer o campaigo. :
Amether Army at Parle.
After completing the formstion of this

This is the intelligence which I have ob- |

army General Trochn went to Paris to orga.
Rize and create another new army.

raised by Trochu. His st care
to mecure his communications with Ba.
who had been almoest hemmed in around
by the Prussians.

He suocoeeded, I am assured, and his ad-
vanoéd post extends as far as Mezieres
and Montmedy, and cover the Ardennes Rail.
way aid a line parallel with the frontier, A
faot which proves that communications with
Metz are intact is the arrival yesterday at
Soisson of a great number of Prussiang
made prisoners at Gravelotte, another con-
voy being also on its way. This fact proves
thst ﬁhj day, so fiercely disputed, was not
withoud glory for us, since we have leisure
to make and guard prisoners,

y Future Plans.

Asfor the plans of MacMahon nothing is

3

{ publicly known here, but I will take care that

you shall be prompty Iaformed. The
‘Ministry is inflexible on the point, and you
wotld not receive a despatch which I should
send.

Puris Ready for the Prince Reyal,

The Prince Royal of Prussia seems (o
rénlize the risks which he was and
will try eventually to go the aid of his con.
federates in the campaign, for it is afirmed
here that he has retraced his steps and re-
treated on 8t. Michael. It may be true, how-
ever, aocording to another report, that he
continues his march on Paria by the Valley
of the Aube. In any case we are ready to
reocive him.

Work on the Fertifications

is almost finished, and yesterday the erection
of drawbridges at the crossings of the prin-
cipal ronds was completed. Bastions have
been constructed at each entrance, and

whose batteries will deliver an
effective cross-fire. The armament of St,
Denis- and of Mont Valerian is really formi-
dable,

Adeother Battle nt Metz Reported.

Another battle oocurred at Metz on Sunday,
and ended in our favor. Something decisive
is preparing in that quarter,

The Bombardmeat ef Strasburg.

LoxpoN, Aug. 25.—Strasburg is well de-
fended, nccording to the Telsgraph’s oorres-
pondent. The defensive fire has destroyed
all property within range of the guns.

The French Armies Well Rupplied.

The French armies are now well supplied
with provisions of all kinds.

What the Parisians Fear,

Paris lettera say the great fear of the Pari-
sians is that some suocess of the French arms
may enable the Emperor to regain Paris,

When France will Treat for Peace.

Correspondents of London newspapers
concur that the French authorities will only
treat for peace beyond the Rhine,

Dense fogs still cover the battle-fields.

Bazaine and the Mala Army,

It is believed in Btnsburg that Bug;ne

has been severed from the main French army

and bis power completely paralyzed.
The Advance on Parls,

Obalons has been abandoned. It is said
that the forces of the Crown Prince will
to-dsy enter that city as well as Rheims,
meeting with no resistance, while Prince
Frederick Charles moves on Paris direot,

A Mlege Improbable.

La Liberte of to-day, referring to informa-

tion received from private sources, says that a

giege of Paris is nltogether improbable now,
The Battle on Sunday.

The Patrie repeats formally that the Prug-

sians were defeated in the battle of Sunday.
A Cheerful Fremch View.

Panrs, Aug. 26.—The Journal Officiel vo.
day p'llbliﬂhel an nrt.iole, of which the follow-
ing is an extract: —*‘Our ports are free, Our
fleet will strike boldly in the North and Baltio
Hens. Our commerce and industry are aotive.
Our credit is good. There cam bé no com-
parison of our finances with those of the
enemy. Prussia looked for treachery and
discouragement here, and uneasily wonders
at the promptitude of the nation in arming
and organizing, and understands by this time
the more the struggle is prolonged the better
is onr situation. Our resources in men and
money are inexhaustible,

““Though invaded, France arms the entive
nation. Neutral powers remain friendly, but
comprebend that there cannot now be any
question of mediation.”

A bus ’Empereur !

The Siecle this morning, commenting on
the item of news that the Imperial headquar-
ters are at Rheims, says:—*'‘'Who cares? Mac-
Mahon can only bave one headquarters —the
centre of operations. The Imperisl head-
quarters can only be a superfluity, an em-
barrassment, & pretext for losing battles. The
crisis is too dangerous to talk of Imperial
beadquarters anywhere near those of the
Commander.in-Chief, "

Eoglish Disconnt Hate Agaln Reduced.

Loxnpon, Aug. 25—1'30 P, M.-~The Bank
of Epgland has reduoced its rate of disconnt to
four per cent.

Miacotinken's Army,

It is reported here (hat the whole of Mao-

Mabon's army left Rheims on Mondey,
Prussian Usuceniration.

It is believed that the Orown Prinoe will
join the armies in front of Mets, There are
strong detachments of Prussians at Chsnmont
snd Brisone,

Sortle at Teunl.

The garrison of Toul made & sortie yester-
day, and seven hundred Prussians were killed
and wonnded in the aotion that followed.
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